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Reference is made to a request by the AEC to review possidble sourcas of

lead in stream 2filusnts in light of a high sample detected at a USPH
sempling station on the Clinch River.

Composites of water effluents from sast fork of Poplar Creek are analyzed
veekly as a matter of routine procedure. Inspeetion of the results for
the period indicsted, April to June 1963, shows all results to be lass
than 0.1 ppm at all times except June 7 and June 21, 1963, which ran 0.2
and 0.15 ppa respectively. Considering the dowmnstream dilution between
the Y-12 Plant and Clineh River, it 1s inconceivable that these conceun-~

trations could have comtributed to a single high result in the Clinch River.
We thus feal that Y-12 has not comtributed to this effect.
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IN REPLY REFER TO:
ORB:CSS

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
January 27, 1964  [Nyector's Fles lawy
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Genecal Toldew
Union Carbide Corporation Shelt e 2

Nuclear Division cR Fon
Post Office Box P s g o
Oak Ridge, Tennessee AL

Attention: Dr. C. E. Larson, Vice President
Subject: USPHS WATER SAMPLING - CLINCH RIVER, II.
Gentlemen:

Reference is made to our letter dated January 3, 1964, wherein

we reported a finding by the USPHS of lead above recommended limits
in a2 sample composited in the second quarter of 1963, This sampling
was at the USPHS National Water Quality Network statiom No. 106,
located near the ORGDP water intake on the Clinch River,

We are pleased to state that a more recent communication from USPHS
reports for the October 1963, composite sampling at this station a
significantly lower reading well below the recommended limit. The
PHS found a concentration of 10 parts per billion of lead and two
parts per billion of chromium. They also indicate they have found
chromium before, but always at low levels. These new figures
compare with the USPHS Drinking Water Standards of 1962 of 50 parts
per billion for both lead and chromium.

We thank you for your interest.

Very truly yours,

A

S. R. Sapirie
Manager
Oak Ridge Operations
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